
 
Tender Opportunity: Community 

Storytelling Workshops 
 
Overview 
We are inviting proposals from local charities and community organisations to deliver 
Community Storytelling Workshops, a pilot programme designed to facilitate community 
cohesion in two contrasting neighbourhoods in Bristol.  

This project emerged as the winning idea from the Bristol ‘Community Cohesion 
Hackathon’ held on Tuesday 21st April at Easton Community Centre. The event brought 
together local residents in collaborative teams to develop practical responses to community 
cohesion challenges. Each group presented their ideas to a panel of local experts, followed 
by a collective vote to select the proposal taken forward to tender. 

The selected programme responds to the lack of connections some Bristolians have with 
their neighbours, and those very different to them (both locally and in other parts of the city) 
identified in Bristol City Council’s Reflections on Community Cohesion in Bristol report. 
Opportunities to share stories helps foster shared values and understanding.  

A grant of £10,000 is available to deliver the pilot by the end of Dec 2026, kindly sponsored 
by the Muslim World League.  

 

Programme Overview  

Purpose  
By offering storytelling workshops in two contrasting neighbourhoods in Bristol, the 
programme seeks to: 

●​ Provide opportunities for Bristolians to connect with their neighbours, as well as with 
those from different walks of life or different parts of the city 

●​ Equip people with skills to use storytelling and active listening as an effective means 
of engaging across difference 

●​ Encourage the recognition of shared values, shared challenges and shared 
experiences, which supersede difference  

●​ Increase awareness and understanding of where people’s experiences, opportunities 
and challenges in life differ 

●​ Encourage a shared understanding of the assets that Bristol’s diversity brings to the 
city 

 

https://www.bristol.gov.uk/files/documents/10109-community-cohesion-report/file


 
Outline  
The selected organisation will: 

●​ Deliver four conversational storytelling sessions in each of the two chosen 
contrasting neighbourhoods in Bristol on different themes (e.g. belonging, 
celebration, etc.) 

●​ Adapt delivery flexibly to each community context (timing, familiar venue, cultural 
needs, existing practices of storytelling) 

●​ Work with relevant local organisations/leaders to recruit a representative cohort of 
10-12 adult participants who will take part in the series of four local workshops 

●​ Recruit or draw on skilled storytelling facilitators to deliver effective sessions and 
ensure a wide range of voices feel comfortable participating 

●​ Work with local illustrators, writers, photographers or film-makers to capture and 
share the stories and learnings from the sessions 

●​ Facilitate a well-attended celebration event where the two neighbourhoods come 
together to tell their stories 

●​ Gather feedback and learning data from participants, and produce a short report at 
the end of the pilot project 

Outcomes 
Short-term outcomes: 

●​ Increased confidence of participants  
●​ Increased sense of belonging amongst participants  
●​ Increased connection across the two different communities through stories shared 

and new friendships formed  
●​ Increased understanding of people from different backgrounds 
●​ Participants are able to confidently tell their story to others in Bristol  

 
Long-term outcomes: 

●​ Participants have confidently shared their story with others in informal settings since 
being involved 

●​ Participants have passed on what they’ve learned about the lives and experience of 
others in the city to people in their own community 

●​ Participants have used the skills learnt to encourage others to share their stories in 
informal settings 

Vision 
●​ This pilot is designed as a proof of concept for a simple, scalable model of fostering 

community cohesion within and between neighbourhoods 
●​ If successful, it has the potential to expand across more communities and regions as 

part of a wider approach to strengthening social cohesion at the neighbourhood level 

Timeline 
●​ Application deadline: End of day, Sunday 21st June 
●​ Funding awarded: By early July 
●​ Start: As soon as possible, but by mid-September at the latest 

 



 
●​ Finish: Workshops delivery, celebration event and reporting to be completed by end 

of 2026 

Budget 
A total grant of £10,000 is available to support delivery of this pilot project 
 
Eligible costs may include: 

●​ Project coordination and staffing (incl. externally commissioned projects) 
●​ Food contingency and basic hospitality costs 
●​ Venue hire 
●​ Communications materials and outreach templates 
●​ Monitoring, evaluation, and reporting 

 
 

 
Application Details  

Who Can Apply 
We welcome applications from: 

●​ Charities, Community Interest Companies, Community Benefit Societies, and Faith 
Based Organisations. Sole traders are not permitted to apply on their own, but are 
welcome to work in partnership with, or under the umbrella of, one of the 
aforementioned organisations. For-profit companies are not permitted. 

●​ Organisations with experience working with storytelling methods 
●​ Collaborative or partnership bids are encouraged but not required 

Application Requirements 
Please submit a short proposal document (absolute maximum 4 pages of A4), telling us: 

●​ Organisational overview and relevant experience/networks 
●​ Proposed delivery model and approach 
●​ Implementation timeline 
●​ A simple budget breakdown 
●​ Approach to monitoring and evaluation 
●​ Evidence of similar work (where available) 

Selection Criteria 
Applications will be assessed on: 

●​ Quality, clarity, and feasibility of the delivery model 
●​ Experience working with diverse communities using creative mediums 
●​ Strength of engagement and inclusion approach 
●​ Value for money 
●​ Potential for sustainability, replication, and scaling 

 



 
Should your application be successful, you must agree to display a MWL pull-up banner 
during implementation sessions, and provide documentation through photos and short video 
clips from the activities and engagement session.   

 
 

 
Please submit your applications by the end of Sunday 21st June, 

by emailing them to dan.green@goodfaith.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

Kindly sponsored by:  
 

 

 

mailto:dan.green@goodfaith.org.uk
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